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Unit 11  |  Session 3

GOD MADE A COVENANT WITH DAVID
2 Samuel 6–7

God had chosen David to be the next 
king of Israel. King Saul had died, and God 
gave His people a time of peace. David 
lived in a beautiful palace in the city of 
Jerusalem. David brought the ark of the Lord 
to Jerusalem and set it inside a tent he had 
pitched for it.

One day, David was talking with Nathan 
the prophet. David said, “I live in a palace 
of nice cedar wood, but the ark of God 
sits inside a tent!” It hardly seemed fair. 
“Shouldn’t God have a nicer house than I 
do?” David wanted to bui!d a temple for the 
ark of God.

Nathan said, “God is with you. Do what 
you want!” But God did not want David to do 
whatever he wanted. God wanted David to 
do what God wanted. T"at night, God gave 
Nathan a message for David. T"is is what 
God told Nathan to say:

“David, are you going to bui!d a house for 
Me to live in? I brought My people out of 
Egypt. I gave them leaders to guide them. 
T"e entire time I have been with them, My 
house has been a tent. Did I ever ask anyone 
to bui!d a temple for Me?

“You used to be a shepherd, David, but I 
made you a king. I helped you defeat your 
enemies, and My people now live peacefully 

in their own land. I promise you, David, that 
you and your descendants wi!l be kings. 
W"en you die, one of your sons wi!l be king. 
He wi!l be a strong king, and no one wi!l be 
able to take his kingdom away from him. He 
wi!l bui!d a house for Me. I wi!l love him, and 
I wi!l never leave him. W"en your son dies, 
his son wi!l be king. Someone in your fami!y 
wi!l be king forever.”

Nathan told David ever#thing God said. 
David went into the tabernacle. He sat down 
and prayed: “God, I don’t deser$e anything 
You have done for me, and You promise to 
do so much more! You are so great! T"ere 
is no one li%e You! You chose the Israelites 
to be Your own people. You rescued them 
from slaver# in Egypt. God, please keep Your 
promises. I know Your words are always 
true.”

Christ Connection: God promised David that future 
kings of Israel would come from David’s fami!y, and 
David’s kingdom would last forever. God kept His 
promise by sending His Son, Jesus, as one of David’s 
descendants. Jesus is our King who wi!l rule over 
God’s people forever.
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WELCOME

 WELCOME TIME
Greet each preteen as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect the offering, !i"l out 
attendance sheets, bui"d relationships, and help new kids connect to your group. 

• Have you ever made a promise that you did not keep? Has anyone promised 
something to you that never happened?

•  How did that make you feel?

 SESSION STARTER

      OPTION 1! CAN YOU REMEMBER?    

Ask for four kid volunteers to come to 
the front of the room. Show a variety of 
classroom objects arranged on a table. 
Invite the volunteers to look at the objects 
and remember as many as they can in 20 
seconds. T#en instruct kids to turn around.

Ask the !irst volunteer to name one thing 
from the table. Continue with the other 
volunteers, asking all four kids to name one 
object. If a player can’t think of an object 
or repeats an object that has already been 
named, he is out. Continue unti" kids name 
all the objects or only one player remains. 
If time allows, play another round with 
different kids and a different set of objects.

SAY   Was it hard to remember ever!thing 
you saw? Absolutely! It is easy to forget! 
Today’s stor! wi"l remind us that God always 
remembers His promises and is always 
faithful to do what He says. 

      OPTION 2! PROMISE KEEPER

Form groups of four kids. Provide each 
group with a pool noodle. Instruct the four 
kids in each group to divide further into 
pairs. Lead the groups to have each pair 
of two kids hold the pool noodle whi"e the 
other kids run to break through it. Explain 
that the goal is not allow anyone to break 
through the pool noodle. Switch and allow 
the other pair to tr$ and break through the 
pool noodle. (Tip: To make this even more 
competitive, leaders can create a  bracket 
style tournament to see which team can 
hold their pool noodle without anyone 
breaking through.

SAY   Was it easy or hard to break through 
the pool noodles? Some of us were able to 
hold strong and others were not able to hold 
up the noodles against the force of others. 
Today’s Bi#le stor! helps us to remember that 
God is always able to hold up His promises. 
He wi"l never break a promise and He wi"l 
always ful$i"l promises He makes.  
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

 TELL THE BIBLE STORY
T"e Bi&le tells us what is true about God and about ourselves. All of the stories in the Bi&le 'it 
together to tell us the big stor# of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Today we are going to hear about how God made a covenant with David. W"ether this is 
your 'irst time or your tenth time hearing this stor#, there is always something new to learn 
in God’s Word.

Read from 2 Samuel 6–7.

• W!at does this stor" teach us about God?

 W"en God makes a covenant, He wi!l always do what He says, whether or not we do what 
we say. It is another way God shows His grace to us; giving us something good even when 
we do not deser$e it. David realized that he had not done anything to deser$e all the 
blessings the Lord had given him. God kept the promise He made to David, because God 
always keeps His promises. 

• How did God ultimately ful#$l the promise He made to David?

 God kept His promise to David by sending His Son, Jesus, as a descendant of David’s 
fami$y. Jesus is our forever King. Jesus reigns over all the earth and is coming again to 
make all things new. 

Form groups of two or three and practice retelling the Bi&le stor# in your own words. T"ink 
of someone you could share the stor# with this week.

CHRIST CONNECTION
God promised David that future kings of Israel would come from David’s fami!y, and David’s 
kingdom would last forever. God kept His promise by sending His Son, Jesus, as one of 
David’s descendants. Jesus is our King who wi!l rule over God’s people forever.
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

THE GOSPEL 

G O D ’ S  P L A N  F O R  M E

 MISSIONS MOMENT
Tell kids that most of the world—8 out of 10 people—learns primari!y by hearing instead 
of by reading. Some people don’t know how to read or they live in a culture that does not 
learn from a written language. So even if they had the Bi&le in their own language, they sti!l 
might not be able to read it. T"is creates an interesting challenge for missionaries! A group 
of 'i!mmakers reach people who do not know the Bi&le by working with local people to make 
videos in their language. Discuss what kind of impact Bi&le stor# videos could have for these 
groups of people all over the world. 

 PRAY
Lord, thank You for the con'idence we have knowing that ever#thing You say is true and that 
ever# promise You make, You wi!l keep. Help us to honor You with our lives. Amen.

T"e gospel is the good news, the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation. 
Use Scripture and the guide provided below to explain how to become a Christian. Make sure 
kids know when and where they can ask questions.

GOD RULES.
Ask: “W!o is 
in charge at 

home?” Explain 
that because God 

created ever"thing, 
He is in charge of 
ever"thing. Read 
Revelation 4:11.

WE SINNED.
Ask: “Have you ever 

done something 
wrong?” Tell kids 

that ever"one sins, 
or disobeys God. 

Our sin separates us 
from God.  

Read Romans 3:23.

GOD PROVIDED.
 Explain that God 
is holy and must 

punish sin. God sent 
His Son, Jesus, to 

take the punishment 
we deser#e.  

Read John 3:16.

JESUS GIVES.
Ask: “W!at is the 
best gift you’ve 

ever received?” Say 
that Jesus took our 
punishment for sin 
by giving His life, 

and He gives us His 
righteousness. God 

sees us as if we lived 
the perfect life Jesus 

lived. T!is is the 
best gift ever! Read 
2 Corinthians 5:21.

WE RESPOND. 
Explain that 

ever"one has a 
choice to make. 
Ask: “Wi$l you 

trust Jesus as your 
Savior and Lord? 
You can turn from 
self and sin and 

turn to Jesus.” Read 
Romans 10:9-10.
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 THINK ABOUT THE STORY

• How can I know if what I want to do is what God wants me to do?

• How can you trust that God’s plan and desires for your life are good?

 GROUP DISCUSSION
Distri&ute Bi&les. Guide preteens to open their Bi&les to 2 Samuel 7. Choose a volunteer to 
read aloud 2 Samuel 7:28-29. 

Remind preteens that ever#thing God says is true and all the promises He makes, He wi!l 
keep. David praised the Lord and rejoiced in God’s promises. David recognized that ever# 
blessing in his life was from God. T"e same is true for us. Ever# blessing we receive is a 
gracious gift from the Lord.

Choose another volunteer to read aloud 2 Samuel 7:28-29 again. T"en lead the group to 
discuss the following questions.

1. W!at is the di%erence between a promise that a human makes and a promise 
that God makes? 
Humans often make promises and then do not keep them. T"ey might forget about the promise or change 
their mind and not want to follow through. On the other hand, when God makes a promise, He always 
keeps it! God is faithful to keep His promises, which means nothing wi!l cause Him to break a promise.  
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Hebrews 10:23.)

2. W!y should we trust the Lord to lead us? 
God has proven over and over that He is trustworthy. W"en we study the Bi#le, we can see how God always 
cares for and leads His people. He is steady and unchanging even when ever$thing else changes. He is the 
only one worthy of our complete trust. (Option: Choose a volunteer to read Psalm 9:10.)

3. How can you have God’s grace in your life? 
Emphasize that grace is not something we earn. Grace is a gift of God. Salvation through Jesus is a 
gracious gift from God. Encourage kids to start by recognizing areas in their life where God has given grace. 
If kids have not yet received the gift of salvation, present the gospel and provide an opportunity for kids to 
respond. (Option: Choose a volunteer to read Romans 3:23-24.)

BIG PICTURE QUESTION

What is grace? Grace is when God gives us something good 
even when we do not deserve it.

LOVE 

T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L
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 KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY
Instruct kids to open their Bi&les to Ephesians 1:7-8. Lead them in reading the key passage 
aloud together. Direct kids to 'ind a partner. Give each pair a piece of paper and ask them to 
crumble the paper into a ball. Lead pairs to line up across the room so that each pair is facing 
each other. Once all partners are lined up, instruct each pair to have the 'irst partner say 
the 'irst word of the key passage and toss the ball to their partner. Next, the other partner 
wi!l say the next word of the key passgae and toss the ball back. After both partners have 
said a word, they wi!l each take a step back. Continue having each partner say a word from 
the passage and taking a step back unti! they have said the entire key passage. If one of the 
partners drop the ball, they must start over.

Remind kids that God showed His grace in David’s life by keeping His covenant with Him. 
We can trust that God wi!l keep all of the promises He has made in Scripture. God promised 
that He would send Jesus to save us, and He did.

 PRAY
Invite volunteers to share prayer requests. T"en pray, giving thanks that God is faithful to 
keep His promises. Ask God to help us trust Him and to remember that God’s gift of His Son, 
Jesus, shows us that His promises are always ful'i!led.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY

LISTENING SKILLS
Guide the kids to sit in a circle. Explain that they wi!l take turns naming something 
that they’re grateful for. Give one kid a ball and let her start. (Example: “I’m grateful for 
spaghetti.”) Direct her to toss the ball to another kid. T"at kid wi!l then repeat what he just 
heard—“Sara is grateful for spaghetti,”—and he wi!l name what he is grateful for: “I’m grateful 
for basketball.” 

Direct kids to continue passing the ball and taking turns recalling and sharing gratefulness 
statements. If kids struggle to remember previous statements, instruct them to recall just 
one or two other statements.

Lead kids to think about how listening carefully is an important ski!l, especially when 
hearing about Jesus. Encourage kids to pray for people around the world who need to hear 
about Jesus. We can pray that when they hear the gospel, they wi!l listen carefully and trust 
in Jesus.
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